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The main points of the Dottrina del Fascismo are these:
(i)c Fascism, being built on a solid doctrine, is at the same time
action (prassi) and thought; action enshrines a doctrine, which in
its turn grows out of a system of historical forces with which it is
strictly bound together1; these temporal contingencies, however,
are supplemented by a conception of what is eternal and univer-
sal; there is a conception of life without which Fascism cannot
be understood.
(2)  The world is not the material mass of appearance; it is a
spiritual reality in which man is not an individual severed from
all his fellows, pursuing his own pleasure according to his natural
instinct.  f Man is an individual in as much as he is a nation [sic],
a fatherland, and represents or indeed is himself a moral law
binding together the individuals and the generations into a tradi-
tion, in view of a mission to be accomplished . . . ; the individual
must bring about this existing reality in which, and in which
only, he has a value as a human being; self-denial, sacrifice of
one's own particular interest, and death itself are the means to
the fulfilment of this duty.1
(3)  Men must be active; 'all their energies must be employed
in a free will if this wodd is to be created'.   One must know
the difficulties and be ready to overcome them; life is a con-
tinuous fight, for which one must be prepared physically, morally,
and intellectually.  Therefore education is of the greatest impor-
tance, and so is culture in all its forms, i.e., art, religion, and
science; while work is the means by which man must conquer
nature and create his own world.   That is why Fascist doctrine
has an ethical character: the duty of realizing the human world
through toil and struggle cannot be avoided.
(4) It is not, however, a question of morals only: ' Fascism is a
religious point of view; man is seen in his immanent relation to
a superior law; and this law is an objective Will, transcending
individuals and lifting them to the stage in which they realize
that they are members of a "spiritual" society.'   Fascism, how-
ever, does not claim to offer a solution to the problem of life or
to give happiness on,earth; it does not believe in the possibility
of such things: 'only those problems set by history which find
or suggest by themselves their own solution will be solved by
Fascism'.
(5)  The State is the only real being; the individual does not
exist, unless he is identified with the State itself.  Freedom is not
the attribute of an abstract marionette opposed to the State, as
Liberals believe; it is the attribute of the State and of the indivi-
dual who is really such, i.e., who identifies his will with that of